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the spontaneous overflow of the unlearned powers. Rous<
seau's contrary opinion is doubtless due to the fact that he
identified God with Nature; to him the original powers are
wholly good, coming directly from a wise and good creator.
To paraphrase the old saying about the country and the town,
God made the original human organs and faculties, man makes
the uses to which they are put. Consequently the develop-
ment of the former furnishes the standard to which the latter
must be subordinated. When men attempt to determine
the uses to which the original activities shall be put, they in-
terfere with a divine plan. This interference by^ social ar-
rangements_with Najture^GodVwork:, is theprjmary^source of
c^ii£tign_in_m.diyiduals. _Rousseau's passionate assertion
of the intrinsic goodness of all, natural tendencies was a reac-
tipjijigainst the prevalent notion of the .toi^.depiuyity_of
innate human nature, and has had a powerful influence in
modifying the attitude towards children's interests. But it is
hardly necessary to say that primitive impulses are of them-
selves neither good nor evil, but become one or the other
according to the objects for which they are employed. That
neglect, suppression, and premature forcing of some instincts
at the expense of others, are responsible for many avoid-
able ills, there can be no doubt. But the moral is not to
leave them alone to follow their own " spontaneous develop-
ment," but to provide an environment" which shall organize
them.
Returning to the elements of truth contained in Rousseau's
statements, we find that natural development, as an aim, en-
ables him to point the means of correcting many evils in current
practices, and to indicate a number of desirable specific
aims, (i) Natural development as an aim fixes attention
upon the bodily organs and the need of health and vigor.
The aim of natural development says to parents and teachers :
Make health an aim; normal development cannot be had
without regard to the vigor of the body — an obvious enough

